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Furthermore,
numerous
influences
favour its
persistence
 it would appear that when a sublimation is formed and
emotional energy is directed into a fresh channel, not all the
energy passing through the original channel is deflected; some,
on the contrary, continues to pass along the original channel.
At each fresh sublimation this process is repeated, so that,
to use a simile of Freud's, we may compare the development
of the Libido to the history of a wandering tribe, which at
each fresh migration leaves some of its members behind in the
home it is just leaving (the larger the proportion of the population
that is left behind—i. e. the greater the fixations—the greater
being of course the tendency to regress along the former line
of advance when an obstacle is encountered). In such a system
of function and development, it is clear that the oldest channels
are necessarily, in a sense, the most stable and permanent, the
least easy to modify or to destroy.
In this respect then the channels comprising the sentiment
of parent-love are comparable to all other early channels of
the Libido. Just as the autoerotic trends connected with the
oral, anal and urethral regions of the body and the primitive
tendencies to sadism, masochism and exhibitionism have been
shown to underlie many of the activities of adult life, so (on
a higher and more complex level of development) parent-love
has been revealed as the foundation upon which rests the
greater part of the affection of childhood, adolescence and
maturity. From this point of view it would appear that
parent-love, in its persistence and influence on later life, exhibits
characteristics which are, in greater or less degree, common to
all the earliest manifestations of the Libido.
In one important respect however the history of parent
love differs from the history of many other of these early
manifestations. Parent-love not only comes into being at a very
early age, but, as regards many of its attributes, it normally
persists with but little alteration throughout the whole of the
impressionable period from infancy to adolescence. The sensual
elements of this love are, it is true, for the most part repressed
soon after they appear, but the elements of tenderness and
veneration usually remain and build up a sentiment which
operates vigorously and continuously for many years, whereas
the other sentiments formed during this period (with the
exception again of the self-regarding sentiment) are apt to be
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